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WWU  WELCOMES  1 1  NEW

INTERNAT IONAL  STUDENTS

Democratic Republic of Congo 

Hong Kong

Indonesia

Japan

New Zealand

Nigeria

Saudi Arabia

Venezuela

Vietnam  

International Student & Scholar

Services welcomes 11 new

international students for Winter

2021 from 9 countries :  

There are currently 115

international students at WWU ,

despite the pandemic and

immigration challenges over the

past year .

Loïs is from The Democratic Republic of the Congo in Central
Africa. “I speak three languages: French which is my first
language, my national languages (Lingala) plus English. I am a
transfer student from Bellevue College and my major is Political
Science/Economics, and I am glad that I have the option to study
both at the same time at Western.  I enjoy watching TV, cooking,
baking, karaoke, listening to music, and dancing.“

Leonardo is from Venezuela. “I've been living in the U.S. since
2019 when I studied at Valencia Community College in Orlando,
Florida. I speak Spanish, which is my mother language, English,
and a little bit of French (I'm learning it). My major is
Biochemistry. I am addicted to watch series and movies. Also, I
like outdoor activities, cooking, playing my guitar, and learning
stuff about science.”

Leonardo

Loïs



HOL IDAYS  AROUND  THE  GLOBE  
B Y  E L L I E  P O T T S

H A N U K K A H  I S  A  J E W I S H  C E L E B R A T I O N
C O M M E M O R A T I N G  T H E  R E - D E D I C A T I O N  O F  T H E
S E C O N D  T E M P L E  I N  J E R U S A L E M  F O L L O W I N G  T H E
M A C C A B E A N  R E V O L T .  I T  I S  A N  8  D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N
T H A T  B E G I N S  O N  T H E  2 5 T H  O F  K I S L E V  O N  T H E
H E B R E W  C A L E N D A R .  T H I S  I S  B E C A U S E  D U R I N G  T H E
R E - D E D I C A T I O N ,  T H E R E  W A S  O N L Y  E N O U G H
U N T A I N T E D  O I L  T O  K E E P  T H E  C A N D L E S  O F  T H E
M E N O R A H  B U R N I N G  F O R  A  S I N G L E  D A Y ,  B U T  T H E
F L A M E S  B U R N E D  F O R  8  N I G H T S .  
T H E  H E B R E W  W O R D  H A N U K K A H  ( C H A N U K A H , ה  כָּ נֻ חֲ  )
M E A N S  D E D I C A T I O N .  H A N U K K A H  I S  C E L E B R A T E D
B Y  L I G H T I N G  T H E  M E N O R A H ,  R E C I T I N G  B L E S S I N G S ,
P L A Y I N G  W I T H  D R E I D E L S ,  E X C H A N G I N G  G I F T S ,  A N D
E A T I N G  T R A D I T I O N A L  F O O D S  S U C H  A S  T H E  L A T K E S
( P O T A T O  P A N C A K E S )  E A T E N  I N  A M E R I C A ,  A N D
S U F G A N I Y O T  I N  I S R A E L  ( J E L L Y  D O N U T S ) .

K W A N Z A A  I S  A  C U L T U R A L  H O L I D A Y  S T A R T E D  B Y  D R .  M A N U L A N A  K A R E N G A  I N
1 9 6 6 .  H E  F E L T  T H A T  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N S  N O T  L I V I N G  O N  T H E  C O N T I N E N T  O F
A F R I C A  W E R E  D E T A C H E D  F R O M  T H E  V A L U E S ,  C U L T U R E  A N D  T R A D I T I O N S ,  A N D
H E  W A N T E D  T O  C R E A T E  A  H O L I D A Y  T O  E N H A N C E  T H E I R  A F R I C A N
C O N N E C T I O N S .  K W A N Z A A  I S  D E R I V E D  F R O M  A  S W A H I L I  W O R D  M E A N I N G  “ F I R S T
H A R V E S T . ”  I N  T H E  C O N T I N E N T  O F  A F R I C A  A N D  O T H E R  P L A C E S  A R O U N D  T H E
W O R L D ,  I T  I S  C E L E B R A T E D  B Y  G I V I N G  T H A N K S  F O R  T H E  H A R V E S T .  I T  O C C U R S
D E C E M B E R  2 6 T H - J A N U A R Y  1 S T ,  A N D  I S  A  C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  C U L T U R E  ( R A T H E R
T H A N  A  R E L I G I O U S  H O L I D A Y ) .  D U R I N G  T H E  7  D A Y S ,  T H E  N G U Z O  S A B A  ( 7
P R I N C I P L E S )  A R E  S T U D I E D ,  W I T H  T H E  7  C A N D L E S  O F  T H E  K I N A R A
R E P R E S E N T I N G  T H E  P R I N C I P L E S .  1  B L A C K  C A N D L E  R E P R E S E N T S  T H E  P E O P L E ,  3
R E D  C A N D L E S  R E P R E S E N T  T H E  B L O O D ,  A N D  3  G R E E N  C A N D L E S  R E P R E S E N T
E A R T H  A N D  W O R K .  T H E  P R I N C I P L E S  A R E  U M O J A  ( U N I T Y ) ,  K U J I C H A G U L I A  ( S E L F -
D E T E R M I N A T I O N ) ,  U J I M A  ( C O L L E C T I V E  W O R K  &  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y ) ,  U J A M A A
( C O O P E R A T I V E  E C O N O M I C S ) ,  N I A  ( P U R P O S E ) ,  K U U M B A  ( C R E A T I V I T Y ) ,  A N D  I M A N I
( F A I T H ) .  T H E S E  7  P R I N C I P L E S  C A N  B E  U S E D  F O R  A N Y O N E ’ S  I M P R O V E M E N T  O F
T H E M S E L V E S  O R  T H E  W O R L D .

O V E R  T H E  H O L I D A Y S ,  Y O U  M A Y  H A V E  A T T E N D E D  C H U R C H E S  W I T H
F A M I L Y ,  S C O R E D  C H R I S T M A S  D E A L S  S H O P P I N G  A T  T H E  M A L L ,  O R
E V E N  T A K E N  A  P H O T O  W I T H  S A N T A !  W H I L E  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  T H E
U N I T E D  S T A T E S  P O P U L A T I O N  A N D  C O N S U M E R I S M  R E V O L V E S  A R O U N D
C E L E B R A T I N G  C H R I S T M A S ,  I T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  R E M E M B E R  T H A T  N O T
E V E R Y O N E  C E L E B R A T E S  C H R I S T M A S  O V E R  W I N T E R  B R E A K .  A S
C H R I S T M A S  I S  A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  T H E  C H R I S T I A N  F A I T H  A N D  J E S U S
C H R I S T  ( W H I C H  T H I S  D O E S  N O T  M E A N  E V E R Y O N E  W H O  C E L E B R A T E S
C H R I S T M A S  I S  A  C H R I S T I A N ) ,  O T H E R  H O L I D A Y S  C E L E B R A T E D  I N
D E C E M B E R  M A Y  A L S O  B E  R E L I G I O U S ,  O R  S E A S O N A L ,  O R  C U L T U R A L ,
O R  R E L A T E D  T O  T H E  N E W  Y E A R .  T O  N A M E  A  F E W ,  H A N U K K A H  A N D
K W A N Z A A  A R E  C O M M O N L Y  C E L E B R A T E D  I N  T H E  U S ,  A N D  A R O U N D  T H E
W O R L D  T H E  W I N T E R  S O L S T I C E ,  B O X I N G  D A Y ,  Ō M I S O K A ,  A N D  T H E
L U N A R  N E W  Y E A R  A R E  C E L E B R A T E D .  L E T ' S  T A K E  A  L O O K  A T  S O M E !



HOL IDAYS  AROUND  THE  GLOBE  (CONT INUED )
B Y  E L L I E  P O T T S

Ō M I S O K A ,  D E C E M B E R  3 1 S T ,  I S  C O N S I D E R E D  T H E  2 N D  M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  D A Y  I N
J A P A N E S E  T R A D I T I O N .  F A M I L I E S  G A T H E R  F O R  T H E  L A S T  T I M E  O F  T H E  Y E A R ,
A N D  C E L E B R A T E  E A T I N G  A  B O W L  O F  T O S H I K O S H I - S O B A  O R  T O S H I K O S H I -
U D O N ,  A N D  T H E S E  L O N G  N O O D L E S  R E P R E S E N T  C R O S S I N G  F R O M  O N E  Y E A R
I N T O  T H E  N E X T .  A T  M I D N I G H T ,  P E O P L E  V I S I T  S H R I N E S  O R  T E M P L E S  F O R
H A T S U M Ō D E ,  A N D  A M A Z A K E  I S  S H A R E D  A T  S H T I N O  S H R I N E S .  M O S T  B U D D H I S T
T E M P L E S  H A V E  L A R G E  B E L L S  T H A T  A R E  S T R U C K  1 0 8  T I M E S ,  E A C H  F O R  T H E
1 0 8  E A R T H L Y  D E S I R E S  B E L I E V E D  T O  C A U S E  H U M A N  S U F F E R I N G .

T H E  L U N A R  ( O R  C H I N E S E )  N E W  Y E A R  I S  C E L E B R A T E D  A R O U N D
T H E  W O R L D ,  A S  I T  M A R K S  T H E  S T A R T  O F  A  N E W  L U N A R  C Y C L E .
I T  I S  O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  H O L I D A Y S  I N  A S I A ,  W I T H
S T O R E S  A N D  H O M E S  F E S T I V E L Y  D E C O R A T E D ,  G I F T S  A N D
W E A L T H  S H A R E D  W I T H  L O V E D  O N E S ,  T R A D I T I O N A L  D A N C E S  A N D
F I R E W O R K  S H O W S ,  A N D  F O O D / T R E A T S  S U C H  M A N D A R I N
O R A N G E S ,  C A N D I E D  F R U I T S ,  F I S H ,  K O R E A N  R I C E  C A K E  S O U P  O R
M O N G O L I A N  P A S T R Y  T O W E R S .  W O R S H I P P E R S  V I S I T  T E M P L E S  T O
P R A Y  T O  D E I T I E S  F O R  B L E S S I N G S  A N D  L U C K ,  L I G H T  I N C E N S E ,
A N D  O B S E R V E  T H E  F E S T I V E  D R A G O N  A N D  L I O N  D A N C E S  H E L D
A T  T E M P L E S .  L U N A R  N E W  Y E A R  D A T E S  A N D  T H E  Z O D I A C
C H I N E S E  A N I M A L  C H A N G E S  E A C H  Y E A R ,  B U T  F O R  2 0 2 1  I T  F A L L S
O N  F R I D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  1 2 T H ,  A N D  I T  I S  T H E  Y E A R  O F  T H E  O X .

T H E S E  A R E  J U S T  A  F E W  H O L I D A Y S  C E L E B R A T E D  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D  D U R I N G  O U R
W I N T E R  S E A S O N  ( W I N T E R  I N  T H E  N O R T H E R N  H E M I S P H E R E ) .  S O M E  O T H E R S  I N C L U D E
T H E  W I N T E R  S O L S T I C E  O N  D E C E M B E R  2 1 S T  W H I C H  I S  T H E  S H O R T E S T  D A Y  O F  T H E
Y E A R ,  W I T H  F E S T I V A L S ,  C E L E B R A T I O N S ,  A N D  C A N D L E  O R  B O N F I R E  L I G H T I N G  T O
C O A X  B A C K  T H E  S U N .  S T .  L U C I A  D A Y  I S  C E L E B R A T E D  I N  S W E D E N  O N  D E C E M B E R
1 3 T H ,  W H E R E  S W E D I S H  G I R L S  D R E S S  A S  “ L U C I A  B R I D E S ”  A N D  W E A R  L O N G  W H I T E
G O W N S  W I T H  R E D  S A S H E S ,  A  W R E A T H  O F  C A N D L E S  O N  T H E I R  H E A D S ,  A N D  B R I N G
C O F F E E  A N D  S I N G  S O N G S  T O  W A K E  U P  T H E I R  F A M I L Y .  S T .  N I C H O L A S  D A Y  I S  A  G I F T -
G I V I N G ,  F E A S T ,  F E S T I V A L ,  A N D  P A R A D E - F I L L E D  E U R O P E A N  H O L I D A Y  C E L E B R A T I N G
S T .  N I C H O L A S  O F  M Y R A ,  W H O  I N S P I R E D  S A N T A  C L A U S  A N D  F A T H E R  C H R I S T M A S  A N D
D I E D  O N  D E C E M B E R  6 T H ,  3 4 3  C E .  M A R D I  G R A S  I N  F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  I S  A  T I M E  O F
L E N T  A N D  R E F L E C T I O N  F O R  C H R I S T I A N S ,  A N D  I N  N E W  O R L E A N S  A N D  B R A Z I L  T H E R E
A R E  H U G E  P A R A D E S ,  W I T H  C O S T U M E S  A N D  M U S I C .  

L E A R N I N G  A B O U T  H O L I D A Y S  Y O U  D O  N O T  C E L E B R A T E  O R  T H A T
A R E  N O T  C O M M O N L Y  C E L E B R A T E D  I N  Y O U R  C O U N T R Y  H E L P S  Y O U
U N D E R S T A N D  C U L T U R E  A N D  C O N T E X T  A S  A  T R A V E L L E R  A N D
G L O B A L  C I T I Z E N .  I T  I S  A L S O  I N T E R E S T I N G  T O  L E A R N  A B O U T
S O M E O N E  E L S E ’ S  T R A D I T I O N  T H A T  T H E Y  M A Y  N O T  F E E L  A S
W E L C O M E  S H A R I N G  I N  A  P R E D O M I N A N T L Y  W H I T E  A N D
C H R I S T I A N - R E L I G I O U S  C O U N T R Y .  I  A M  N O  E X P E R T  O N  A N Y  O F
T H E S E  H O L I D A Y S ,  B U T  I  R E C O G N I Z E  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  I N
L E A R N I N G  A N D  C R E A T I N G  S P A C E  F O R  P E O P L E  D I F F E R E N T  T H A N
M E  T O  F E E L  C O M F O R T A B L E  S H A R I N G .  I  H O P E  Y O U  H A D  A  H A P P Y
H O L I D A Y  S E A S O N ,  A N D  L E A R N E D  S O M E T H I N G  N E W !

SOURCES :

HTTPS : / /WORLDSTR IDES .COM /BLOG /20 1 5 / 1 2 /DECEMBER -HOL IDAYS -AROUND -THE -WORLD /  ;  HTTPS : / /WWW .YOUTUBE .COM /WATCH /VVFQB IMGU IQ  ;

HTTPS : / /WWW .YOUTUBE .COM /WATCH ?V = JKLVAQL9XVG ;  HTTPS : / /WWW .HUFF INGTONPOST .CA /20 1 3 / 1 2 /24 /WHAT - I S -BOX ING -DAY_N_4498366 .HTML  ;

HTTPS : / /THECULTURETR IP .COM /AS IA /CH INA /ART ICLES / 1 0 -CH INESE -NEW -YEAR -TRAD IT IONS /  ;  

HTTPS : / /WWW . LEARN INGL I FTOFF .COM /9 -WINTER -HOL IDAYS -AROUND -THE -WORLD /



IMPORTANT  DATES

January 26th, 2021
GA Peace Corps Talk

Details TBD

January 27th, 2021
Boren Graduate Fellowship

Application Due

February 1st, 2021
Wildland Studies ,  Thailand

Study marine ecosystems in
Thailand from March 25-May 8,
2020. Visit the WWU EdAbroad
website for more details.

February 3rd, 2021
Boren Undergraduate

Scholarship Application Due

February 9th, 2021
GA Valentine 's Day 

Details TBD

February 23rd-25th, 2021
EdAbroad-Con

All the excitement and
information of the annual Go
Abroad Fair in an online format.
Visit:
https://studyabroad.wwu.edu/ed
abroad-con for more details

OFF ICER  SPOTL IGHT

- -K IERSTEN  KRUMM - -

Hello everyone !  My name is Kiersten Krumm ,  and I

grew up in Redmond ,  Washington .  I ’m a senior

majoring in psychology with a minor in Spanish ,  and

I ’m the Social Media Manager for the Global

Ambassadors Club !

I studied Spanish in Granada ,  Spain through API .  My

favorite part was being able to travel on the

weekends ,  because everything was close by and

flights were so cheap !  I got to see so many different

countries and experience many different cultures .  I

made tons of friends in Spain and have gone back to

visit them twice !  Also ,  I ’ll be moving there to teach

English in an elementary school after I graduate from

Western which I ’m super excited for !

I love being a part of the Global Ambassadors club

because it is a good way to connect with likeminded

students who love traveling as much as I do .  I love

hearing about everyone ’s stories and experiences

traveling and studying abroad ,  as well as inspire other

students to study abroad as well !

I

Follow us on Instagram!
@globalambassadors_wwu



A  WORD  FROM  THE

ED I TOR

Hello readers ,

 

I hope you had a restful break ,

and that your quarter is going

well so far .  I hope you enjoy this

new edition of the Globetrotter

as well .  While study abroad

programs are mostly on hold ,  it

is exciting that one intrepid

Western student is currently

studying in Thailand !

This issue features two of the 11

new international students on

campus this quarter !  It is

amazing that our global

community is still growing

despite everything going on in

the world .  

Also ,  enjoy the informative

special feature on international

holidays !  For those of you who

just know Kwanzaa as a day on

the calendar ,  this one 's for you .

Safe Travels ,

Jeremy Caldeira

Jeremy Caldeira

caldeij@wwu .edu

JEREMY 'S  BUCKET  L I ST  

- - - I CELAND - - -

The name Iceland does not paint a picture of

exciting landscapes .  But ,  Iceland is home to some of

the most amazing outdoor spectacles in the world .

Waterfalls ,  hot springs ,  active volcanoes ,  fjords ,  and

yes ,  even ice ,  await the adventurous traveler .

Landscapes like those found at Snaefellsnes,
Fimmvorduhals, and Vatnajokull National Park
are not likely to be found anywhere else in the

world .  The luxury of these places is that they are

truly isolated ,  except for your fellow trekkers .  There

is no pollution to inhibit your enjoyment of the

dancing Northern Lights .  But ,  the towns one finds

in Iceland are quaint ,  full of colorful buildings ,  and

surprisingly packed with enough to keep a weary

traveler entertained .  

So ,  if you have the ability ,  think about taking an

extended layover in Iceland on your way to or from

Europe .  You might never have a more memorable

layover .  

WWU has partnerships with three different
programs in Iceland. See the EdAbroad website
for more details.


